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Daniel J. Boorstin describes a post-Civil War America united not by ideological conviction or

religious faith but by common participation in ordinary living: "A new civilization found new ways of

holding men together--less and less by creed or belief, by tradition or by place, more and more by

common effort and common experience, by the apparatus of daily life, by their ways of thinking

about themselves." This is not a familiar litany of names, dates, and places, but an anecdotal

account that rises far above impressionism and paints a compelling portrait of the United States as it

climbed to new heights. Sheer reading pleasure for lovers of history, this fittingly ambitious

conclusion to the Americans trilogy won the Pulitzer Prize when it was first published in 1973. --John

J. Miller

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize. A study of the last 100 years of American history.

need to get reading

Not the regular history book, rather an intra-history: a history of America made by individuals, not by

lords, kings, or dictators. It covers the stories of many American go-getters, from the 1880's to 1970,



who made possible inventions that are today part of our daily lives: from packaging, automobiles,

communications, to the moon-landing and the atom bomb. It covers so many aspects of America's

popular culture, consumption, technology, education philosophies, that it lacks focus.A microcosm

of America.You may be interested in some stories here, but there are many more that -probably-

you won't care at all for. A pity, Mr. Boorstin knows how to write well, but this is almost like reading

an encyclopedia.

enjoying immensely on kindle. Probably will buy printed copy to have on my bookshelf to re-read

and loan out. Makes history a "people" experience rather than just word and facts on a page.

Very weak compared with the two brilliant successor volumes, which give a wonderful account of

how America was put together as a functioning world.

I HAVE BEEN READING THE THREE VOLUMES OF THIS WORK FOR SOME YEARS. THEY

ARE QUITE WONDERFUL. BOORSTIN WRITES BEAUTIFULLY AND EACH PAGE PROVIDES

WONDEFUL STORIES OF HOW WE MANAGED TO GET TO WHERE WE ARE NOW....READ

THEM SLOWLY BUT READ ALL THREE VOLUMES.

Not as engrossing as Borrstin's Colonial Experience and National Experience, but a good read

Fantastic!
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